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Message from the Principal
& Deputy Principal
e wish to extend a very warm welcome to those students
who are considering attending Gallen Community
School. We are cognisant that identifying the right
secondary school for your child is one of the most important
decisions that you will make in terms of his/her education. We
hope that reading this brochure will help you make that choice.
Our aim in Gallen Community School is to provide a high quality
learning environment. We constantly strive for excellence in learning
and teaching by providing a rich and diverse curriculum that
caters for the needs of each individual. The school also provides
a vast range of educational experiences that will both stimulate
and challenge your child. We are committed to the development
and care of each and every student. A strong emphasis is placed
on the personal and social development of all our students
through the provision of a wide range of after-school activities
with all students actively encouraged to participate. We are very
aware of the importance of a smooth transition for prospective
students from primary to secondary school.
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In this regard, first year students are supported from their first
day in school by a dedicated and committed staff. We strive
every day to maintain a happy, caring and respectful atmosphere
where all students and staff can achieve their full potential. We
believe that every pupil is unique and that it is our task to enable
all students to reach their potential as an individual whilst also
encouraging them to respect the differences of others in the
community. During their time in our school we will endeavour to
ensure that each pupil will have developed into a self-confident
young person, ready to take their place in society. We look forward
to meeting you and your child when you visit the school whether
it is on Open Night, during many of our high profile activities
and events or at information evenings. If you require further
information please do not hesitate to contact the school.
We would be delighted to answer your questions.

Garrett Buckley

Stacey Guinan

Principal

Deputy Principal
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W H ER E O UR S T U D E N T S C O M E F ROM
St. Ciarán’s NS, Clonmacnoise
My piece of advice for an incoming 1st Year is: don’t be
too nervous, people are so nice in the school and you will
find making friends easy. Take part in as much as
possible. Rachel Carty

St. Ciarán’s NS, Clonmacnoise
My piece of advice for an incoming 1st Year is: try all
subjects and be open to trying new sports and making
new friends, give everything a go.
Darragh Mannion

St. Saran’s NS, High Street
My piece of advice for an incoming 1st Year is: talk to as
many people in your year as you can because they will be
just as nervous as you and will want to make new friends
too. Emily Coughlan

St. Saran’s NS, High Street
My piece of advice for an incoming 1st Year is: make
sure and keep your primary school friends and try as
many sports as you can. Mark Nugent

St. Cynoc’s NS, Ferbane
My piece of advice for an incoming 1st Year is: don’t
carry your bag around everywhere with you at break
and lunch, leave it on a bag rack. Emily Flynn
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St. Cynoc’s NS, Ferbane

St. Mary’s NS, Cloghan

My piece of advice for an incoming
1st Year is: please do not pick a subject
just because all your friends are choosing
it, pick what you like and stick with it.

My piece of advice for an incoming
1st Year is: if you are feeling nervous
don’t worry just be yourself, what can
possibly go wrong. Dylan Morrow

Eoghan Grennan

St. Ciarán’s & St. Manchan’s NS, Boher
My piece of advice for an incoming 1st Year is: try new
subjects like French or Metalwork, try new sports like rugby
and enjoy your time here.
Oisín Carroll

Ballinamere NS
My piece of advice for an incoming 1st Year is:
try your hardest at every subject and be yourself.
Daniel Bracken

St. Caillin’s NS, Rashina
My piece of advice for an incoming 1st Year is:
try and make new friends and bring a lunch with you.
Calum Corcoran

St. Caillin’s NS, Rashina
My piece of advice for an incoming 1st Year is:
Get your books before you eat your lunch because
it is too much of a rush after you have eaten.
Molly Wheeler

St. Mary’s NS, Pullough
Lumcloon NS

St. Mary’s NS, Pullough

My piece of advice for an incoming 1st
Year is: take part in sport, try to make new
friends, try out the southern fried chicken
panini and find a spot to hang out with
your friends. Gavin Delaney

My piece of advice for an incoming 1st
Year is: try out all the sports, make lots of
friends, don’t stay in the same group of
friends from primary school. Joseph Dunican

My piece of advice for an incoming 1st Year is:
Stay with everyone at lunch even if you are shy because
you will get to know people which makes it much easier
to settle in. Participate in sports so you can make more
friends from different year groups. Caoimhe Lynam
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GUIDANCE & COUNSELLING
Guidance and Counselling in Gallen Community School refers to a range of learning experiences
designed to assist students to make choices about their lives and to make transitions to these
choices. These choices may be categorised into three distinct but interlinked areas – educational,
career and personal/social. The Guidance Counsellor focuses on the following areas during the
various stages of a students educational journey through the school.
JUNIOR CYCLE
Develop an understanding of themselves as individuals and in
relation to others.
Become aware of own strengths and weaknesses.
Acquire the competency to consult with Guidance Counsellor
and Pastoral Care staff with regard to personal/educational
concerns.
Develop good note taking skills, homework routine and study
skills.
Demonstrate pride in self and school, i.e., have a sense of the
school as a supportive community and their role in it.
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SENIOR CYCLE
Develop an awareness of interests, aptitudes and personality
traits in themselves and others.
Understand own intelligence type and learning styles.
Understand the relationship of academics to the world of
work and to life at home.
Develop career awareness and develop employment
readiness.
Acquire the skills to investigate the world of work in relation to
knowledge of self, and to make informed career decisions.
Develop decision-making, planning, communication and
problem solving skills.
Assess personal qualities as a basis for career exploration.
View career development as a continuous process.
Counselling is a key part of the school guidance programme,
offered on an individual or group basis as part of a developmental
learning process and at moments of personal crisis. Counselling
may include personal counselling, educational counselling,
career counselling or combinations of these.

PA S T S T U D E N T S
eaving Gallen Community School, I was unsure
of the specific direction of my career. Due to a
general interest in science and a keen love for
maths, I entered the Bachelor of Science Degree in
NUI Galway. The course provided the ideal opportunity
to gain a strong foundation in all areas of science
while also providing many pathways for which to
specialise upon. I am currently in my third year of
the course and have opted to focus my studies in the areas of Physiology and
Biochemistry. My transition from Gallen C.S. to University was essentially
seamless and I believe this stemed from the independence, determination and
academic ambition instilled in me by the staff at Gallen Community School.
I worked very closely with teachers who encouraged me to reach the highest
limits of my potential and also to have confidence in my own ability.
Such confidence has enabled me to find my feet in the NUI Galway Science
Department with ease, where lecturers are as welcoming and open as the
teachers I had in Gallen Community School. I think the most positive aspect
of life in GCS, apart from the priceless relationships founded there, was
the emphasis on holistic development. While academic achievement is
important, the culture of sport and music in the school has allowed me to explore
avenues, demonstrate achievement in many areas and has provided many
unforgettable memories including winning All-Irelands in Scór na nÓg and in
basketball. For the many experiences and relationships I gained from my time
spent in school, I will be forever grateful. Being encouraged to step outside my
comfort zone and explore an array of extra-curricular activities, I have matured
and developed a confidence in my capabilities in every aspect of life that I
will carry into my future endeavours.
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Sarah Kenny

am currently studying a BSc in Physical Education
and Irish in the University of Limerick. There are
55 students on my course which is similar to the
number of students that were in my year throughout
secondary school and for that reason it has made the
conversion to third level quite easy. The University
was quite daunting at first as the campus is quite
big, but I love it there and have settled in very well.
UL has state-of-the-art sporting facilities along with
breath-taking academic amenities. This resonates with the incredible facilities
that GCS offers, and I certainly feel very lucky to have always been able to
avail of such magnificent resources to aid both my academic and sporting
endeavours. The lecturers and staff alike are very welcoming and helpful and
really try their best to provide a rich and enjoyable learning experience for
their students, just like the staff of Gallen Community School. Whilst I am
really enjoying my time in Limerick, my fondest memories will always be of
my days spent in Gallen Community School. The friendships I made there and
the memories I have, from All-Ireland sporting success with both basketball
and football to being afforded the opportunity of a scholarship to the Gaeltacht
which fostered my love for the Irish language, the chance to participate in the
school musical and many more of the amazing opportunities that the Transition
Year Programme offers. I believe that these events along with ample more, have
greatly shaped my development into a confident, motivated and enthusiastic
young person. The school is where I was encouraged to pursue my two great
loves of sport and Irish and for that I will be forever grateful to the teachers
and staff who made it possible. Their ongoing support and instilment in us
students on the importance of hard work and perseverance to achieve our
goals, will always resonate greatly with me.

I

Ellee McEvoy
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ART
The Art room in Gallen Community School is always a vibrant place.
The Art Department aims to develop and maximise the creative
potential of all students. Students have the option to study the
subject for both Leaving Certificate and Junior Cycle. All students
get the opportunity to do a module of Art in Transition Year and
are involved in many different activities such as painting sets for
our school musical, individual artwork, competitions and group
work where students have created work of the highest of quality
to decorate and enhance our magnificent school building.
Leaving Certificate Art is made up of four units linked together and
based on everyday visual experiences of the student’s own
environment. The practical work includes life sketching, still life or
imaginative composition and design or craftwork. Students also
study history and appreciation of art. As well as visiting the local
Luan Gallery in Athlone students from Gallen Community School
have also visited the National Gallery Dublin and the Hunt
Museum Limerick as part of art history.

6

ENGLISH

FRENCH

Gallen C.S. has a very active and enthusiastic English Department.
The new Junior Cycle (JC) English specifications are in their fifth
year of operation now. They provide fresh and exciting opportunities
for students here to encounter a wide range of texts, films, plays
and poetry as well as building on fundamental reading, writing,
research, and presentation skills. The Transition Year (TY) English
programme is made up of an introduction to filmmaking, culminating
in the production of a student-led short film. At Leaving Certificate,
students will study one single text (a Shakespearean play), three
comparative texts (a film, a novel, and either another novel or
contemporary play). In addition to these texts, students will explore
a wide range of poetry and continue to develop their functional and
creative writing skills. There is also a school outing to a professional
production of their studied Shakespearean play in 6th Year which
serves very well as revision for the Leaving Certificate exams.

Debating with
Coláiste Naomh
Cormac, Kilcormac.

Bonjour et Bienvenue. Nous serons enchantes de vous accueillir a
notre ecole. French is offered to all students in Junior Cycle and
on the Transition Year Programme as a core subject for three classes
per week. At Leaving Certificate level French is an optional subject
and students have five periods per week. Junior Cycle French is
taken at common Level with a Classroom Based Assessment (CBA)
in both 2nd and 3rd Year. In Transition Year an educational tour is a
very popular option and is an annual event. Students visit many
historical, picturesque and tourist sites in Paris and are immersed
in the culture of the city for five days. In addition to classes in the
language there are several co-curricular events such as the National
Week of European Languages. The main objective of our French
Department is to give our students an awareness of another
language and another culture thereby equipping them to be
competent in using linguistic skills while achieving educational
success. Nous esperons vousvoir et vous recontrer au
moisd’aout. Au Revoir.
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D E S I G N & C O M M U N I C AT I O N S G R A P H I C S
The Design and Communication Graphics course makes a unique contribution
to the student’s cognitive and practical skills development. These skills include
graphical communication, creative problem solving, spatial abilities/visualisation,
design capabilities, computer graphics and CAD modelling. The creative and
decision-making capabilities of students in the activities associated with design
are developed through three principal areas of study: design and communication
graphics, plane and descriptive geometries and applied graphics. Plane and
descriptive geometries are central in developing an understanding of the graphical
coding and decoding of information (graphics code), and in developing spatial
abilities and problem-solving skills. The body of knowledge associated with the
topics covered will allow students to explore a number of applications associated
with design in architecture, engineering and technology generally. Five areas of
applied graphics are included and students will choose two areas of study from the
following options: dynamic mechanisms, structural forms, geologic geometry,
surface geometry, and assemblies. Included in the above there is a student
assignment which contributes 40% of the total marks for DCG.
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WOOD TECHNOLOGY
In Wood Technology students will explore the natural and made
world through the medium of design, seeking out opportunities
to creatively and innovatively apply the material/resource in
making and shaping their environment. The sustainable use
of and management of this natural resource is important as
the world faces the challenges of the 21st century.
Learning will be experienced across three strands.
1. Principles and practices refers to the skills involved in creating
artefacts with wood.
2. Design thinking involves creating the designs of our projects.
We do this by researching, sketching, scale drawing and
evaluating our ideas and work.

3. Wood science enables us to discover and learn about the
importance of the materials and resources, their origins, their
uses and their limitations.
LEARNING EXPERIENCES
Learning in the subject will be active and student centred, with
learners collaborating on the pursuit of knowledge and in the safe
management of the Wood Technology classroom environment.
Students will develop the relevant knowledge, understanding,
skills and values to bring ideas from conception to reality in a
way that will allow them to be expressive, creative and innovative.
Assessment: There is one CBA in 2nd and 3rd Year.
70% Project and 30% Final Exam.

9

MUSIC & PERFORMING ARTS
The Music Department in Gallen C.S. is a vibrant, enthusiastic and friendly place
to be. It offers a great balance between curriculum, vocal and instrumental
based learning. The Music Department in Gallen C.S. is committed to instilling
within each student an understanding, appreciation and love for music.
The study of music provides the students with the skills necessary to
use their minds creatively and intellectually. The choir, traditional Irish
group and lunchtime concerts are open to all students and we
encourage participation from beginners and advanced musicians
and singers alike. An integral part of our school calendar each year
is the production of a Musical Show, which usually takes place in
February. For students, parents and staff alike it demonstrates the
importance of team-work and commitment and it nurtures a sense
of school spirit. As well as fostering individual talent, it also makes
the students aware of the possibilities for leisure activities when
they leave school. In preparation for the musical, students take
part in music, drama and dance workshops, under the guidance
of their teachers.

10

11

M AT H S

Mathematics is a central part of life in Gallen C.S. We recognise the
importance of the subject in developing students’ key skills such
as problem solving, creative thinking and logical reasoning.
Students who excel in Maths display an ability to analyse information
effectively and communicate efficiently in a range of contexts and
situations. We encourage students to see the world through ‘Maths
Eyes’ so they can connect with the subject and appreciate the power
of Mathematics. Everything from noticing the circumference of
their dinner plate to planning the trajectory of a free kick. We promote
each student to succeed to the maximum of their abilities and cater
for this through different strategies such as team teaching,
differentiated activities and discovery-based learning. Maths is
encouraged throughout the school by our Whole School Numeracy
Strategy with a particular highlight being Maths Week in October.
Activities such as maths quizzes, problem solving competitions
and Countdown take place. Many students also go on to represent
the school in competitions such as the Pi Quiz and IMTA Quiz.
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SCIENCE
JUNIOR SCIENCE
In our Science Department we focus on the quality of learning
which incorporates enabling them to actively participate in Science
and become resourceful and confident learners. There are four
strands in the new Junior Cycle Science and in addition The Nature
of Science unifies the following strands.:
Physical World • Biological World • Chemical World • Earth & Space
Our Transition Year programme consists of all the senior science
subjects (Agricultural Science, Biology, Chemistry & Physics). We
focus on student engagement and independent learning. This includes
participating in the BT Young Scientist and Scifest Competitions.
SENIOR SCIENCE
Senior Science includes Biology, Agricultural Science, Chemistry
and Physics. All students are given the opportunity to study all
science subjects at higher level. All senior science subjects have
mandatory experiments. Chemistry, Physics and Biology Leaving
Certificate exam paper accounts for 100% of the grade.

PA S T S T U D E N T S
y name is Justin Daly and I work locally as a pharmacist.
I started secondary school in 2002 as part of the first
intake of 1st Years into the newly amalgamated
St Joseph’s and St Saran’s and Ferbane Community College,
when it was yet to hold an official name or even a crest!
The school was in its infancy and the new state-of-the-art facilities
were but a plan on paper. I am delighted to have witnessed
Gallen C.S. go from strength to strength over my time there and
although I had passed through its doors before the new school was built, I think the school
is made up of much more than concrete, bricks and mortar. The commitment of the people
of Ferbane, the management, teaching and support staff are what really makes the spirit
and community of the school.Highlights of my time in Gallen C.S. are my time in
Transition Year under the coordination of Mr. Dunican. Although I was often quite academic,
TY offered me time as a student to explore other avenues. These include partaking in the
BT Young Scientist Competition in the RDS, being a finalist of the AIB Young Enterprise
Awards, debating competitions and most enjoyably, travelling to New York with students
from all over Ireland after completing an online civics education quiz. I established great
friendships throughout my time in school and still hold many of those bonds today. The
staff of the school were a tremendous support to me. I would like to make special mention to
Ms. Brennan for her commitment to her students and inspiring many, including me, to
continue their studies in the areas of science, health and technology. The teaching staff as
a whole offered students time and space to explore their strengths, be those academic,
political, artistic or sporting. Personally, I benefitted highly from the career guidance
supports provided by Mrs. Finnegan. I completed my LC in 2008 and continued my
education at UCC and the RCSI. I send every best wish to the staff and participating
students on their open night and would encourage any parent or prospective student to
consider registering for attendance in the coming academic year.

M

Justin Daly
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ENGINEERING
Engineering provides students in the Junior Certificate with an
introduction to materials and process engineering and an insight
into associated technology. It is founded in practical activity that
seeks to link observation and action with ingenuity and creativity
in a problem-solving context. Leaving Certificate Engineering is
the study of mechanical/electronic engineering for students in the
Senior Cycle. Students develop the skills and initiative in the
planning, development and realisation of technological projects
in a safe manner. Practical resourcefulness, creativity and design
in the planning and development of technological projects are
emphasised.
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IRISH
Déantar gach iarracht an Ghaeilge a mhúineadh i mbealach
taitneamhach, spreagúil agus ar ardchaighdeán anseo i bPobalscoil
na Gailinne. Cuirtear béim ar an teanga chumarsáideach sa rang
agus i dtimpeallacht na scoile. Is iomaí ócáid agus gníomhaíochtaí
a cheiliúrtar i gcaitheamh na bliana, idir Lá Idirnáisiúnta na dTeangacha,
Comhrá ’19, Gaeilge 24 agus Seachtain na Gaeilge chun cion don
Ghaeilge a chothú i measc scoláirí Phobalscoil na Gailinne. Anuas
air sin, beidh an Roinn Gaeilge agus scoláirí na dara bliana gnóthach
ag ullmhú do Dhíospóireachtaí Gael Linn i mbliana agus is iontach
an deis í seo, cur lena gcuid saibhreas teanga. Dírítear ar litríocht
na hArdteistiméireachta chomh maith, trí thurais a eagrú chuig drámaí
ar nós an Triail agus Toraíocht Dhiarmada agus Ghráinne. Tuigtear
freisin, go mbíonn éagsúlacht cumais ann i measc scoláirí agus
chuige sin, déantar gach iarracht tacaíocht leanúnach a chur ar fáil
do scoláirí ar a n-aistear teanga. Lena cois sin, bíonn deis ag scoláirí
sa Dara agus sa Chúigiú Bliain cur isteach ar Scoláireacht Gaeltachta
a bhuí leis an LOETB. Ar deireadh, is mór an onóir don Roinn Gaeilge,
céad teanga na hÉireann a mhúineadh don chéad ghlúin eile agus
táimid tiomanta do gach treoir agus cúnamh a thabhairt do scoláirí
Phobalscoil na Gailinne, chun a mbarrchumas a bhaint amach.

GEOGRAPHY
Geography is the study of people and how they interact with their
world. It helps students to develop an understanding of the physical,
social and economic processes which shape the environment we
live in. Young people today are living in an ever increasing multiculturally society where there are vast inequalities (both socially
and economically) and in a time where there is growing concern
over the world’s environment. “The study of Geography is
about more than just memorizing places on a map. It’s about
understanding the complexity of our world…” Barack Obama 2012
1st and 2nd Years are currently following the new Junior Cycle
Geography course where classroom-based assessments (CBAs)
are completed in 2nd and 3rd Year and go towards the final grade.
In TY students get the opportunity to get a feel for Geography as
a Leaving Certificate subject by completing a mini field study of the
local River Brosna. Senior Cycle Geography involves the study of
physical, regional and economic aspects of Geography. A fieldwork
study must also be completed by all students on a chosen topic.
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P. E . / S P O R T
Wellbeing in Junior Cycle is about young people feeling confident,
happy, healthy and connected. Gallen C.S.’s PE programme
contributes to the Wellbeing programme by providing learning
experiences which support students in being better able and
more motivated to include regular physical activity in their lives,
thereby contributing to their overall experience of wellbeing.
There are four strands, each one focusing on learning in different
physical activity areas: physical activity for health and wellbeing,
games, individual and team challenges, dance and gymnastics.
In Gallen C.S. we try to give our students a broad and balanced
taste of as many different sport and physical activities with a view
to giving them the information they need to make lifelong sporting
decisions while also giving them the foundation skills associated
with many different sports and activities. The learning outcomes for
our programme provide a clear focus for student learning as well
as teacher planning. In order to ensure that students are motivated
to learn and participate in physical education, there is emphasis
on consultation with students about the course and assessment
design. Here is an overview of each strand and the elements
focused upon within:
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Physical Activity for Health & Wellbeing
Fitness Suite &
Aerobics
Programme Design
Games
Schools Fitness
Net Games
Challenge
Striking Games
Circuits
Field Games
Running
Invasion Games
Walking

Individual & Team Challenges
Orienteering
Team Challenges
Aquatics
Athletics

Dance & Gymnastics
Irish Dance
Hip Hop Dance
Line Dancing
Creative Dance
Balance
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LCVP
Leaving Certificate students taking a certain combination of subjects
qualify for LCVP (Leaving Certificate Vocational Programme). In
order to qualify, students choose any two subjects from specialist
groupings as specified by the Department of Education, but in
practice most students will qualify to do the subject. The programme
gives students the opportunity to complete a portfolio of work on
aspects of two link modules, World of Work and Enterprise, worth
60% of their final grade. There is also a terminal exam which takes
place in the last week of May in the Leaving Certificate year, and
this accounts for the remaining 40% of the overall grade. Students
can achieve a distinction, merit or pass grade in the subject. The
students portfolio includes four compulsory items, a curriculum
vitae, an action plan, a summary report and a career investigation.
Two other items are chosen from a choice of four, work experience
diary, my own place, recorded interviews and enterprise report.
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BUSINESS
The Business Department aims to stimulate student’s interest in
the business and economic environment. The department aims to
develop the learner’s skills, knowledge, attitudes and behaviours
that allow them to make informed and responsible decisions with
all of the resources available to them, ensuring their and society’s
wellbeing, while becoming more self-aware as learners. Students
benefit from Business Studies by learning about collecting,
organising, recording and presenting financial information for
yourself, clubs and business. Students prepare personal budgets
and are shown how to calculate Income Tax, PRSI & USC. In
Transition Year students undertake a module in Enterprise Education
where entrepreneurship and accounting skills are developed.
In Gallen Community School we give students an introduction
to enterprise/marketing/planning to add to a balanced and
appropriate general education, leading to the personal and social
development of students through the study of enterprise. We aim
to generate in students a positive and ethical attitude to enterprise
in personal, business and public life.

CREATE THE LIFE
YOU DREAM OF
WITH EVERY CHOICE
YOU MAKE
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WHY CHOOSE GALLEN COMMUNITY SCHOOL?
1. A dynamic school with a focus on excellence in teaching
and learning.
2. A proud tradition of high achievement across both academic
and extra-curricular areas.
3. A highly qualified, dedicated and enthusiastic teaching staff
who go the extra mile to support all students in their quest
to reach their potential.
4. An open door policy where parents are facilitated with
meetings and times that suit.
5. A welcoming and warm environment for students
with the benefit of small class sizes.
6. An extensive range of extra-curricular activities
7. A culture of high expectations for all students in everything
they do both academically and in extra-curricular activities.
8. Excellent pastoral care structures and highly developed
support systems.
9. A shared zero tolerance approach to bullying from both
staff and students.
10. A strong sense of community throughout a school where
everyone knows your name.
11. An inclusive learning environment where students of
all abilities are equally comfortable working with their
peers or independently.
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12. Modern facilities which offer flexible learning environments
and integrated and contemporary information and digital
technology resources.
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RELIGION
The mission statement and ethos of Gallen Community School is
founded on a respect for the dignity of each individual student and
the recognition of the unique gifts of each individual person. It is a
multi-denominational school and welcomes students of all beliefs
and none. However, our ethos is Christian which reflects our Trustees:
the Bishop of Ardagh & Clonmacnoise, the Sisters of St. Joseph of
Cluny and Laois Offaly ETB. If any parent decides their child is not
to take part in religion class or a school prayer service, mass etc
they need to contact the school. Students do not take Religion for
State Examinations but the Religion Department implements the
guidelines for Religious Education laid down by the NCCA and
have taken on board in their planning many aspects of the new
Junior Cycle. Gallen C.S. policy on Religious Education is available
on request. In Gallen C.S., the school chaplain is a teacher who is
responsible for supporting the social, emotional and spiritual wellbeing
of the students in the school regardless of faith or beliefs. The
School Chaplain is a faith presence in the school community who is
available to students, parents and staff members alike. The Chaplain
works closely with all staff to promote a school environment that
promotes wellbeing of all of us. A chaplain teaches some classes,
organises school liturgies, encourages students to be involved in a
range of different projects, supports whole school wellbeing, links
in with the local parish with John Paul II Awards and other activities.
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HISTORY
The cornerstone of the Gallen C.S. ethos is Creideamh agus
Cultúr and History with its emphasis on identity, place and ethos
is wonderfully placed to help students explore and appreciate the
richness and diversity of local, European and World History. In 1st
Year History students are introduced to topics such as the meaning
of History and prehistory, Archaeology, the Stone, Bronze and Iron
Ages and Roman Civilisations. In 2nd Year students study topics
such as Exploration and Conquest, Reformation, Plantations,
Political Revolutions in Ireland, France or America and the Great
Famine. A fundamental part of Second Year History will be Classroom
Based Assessment 1 which is entitled “The Past in my Place”.
In 3rd Year History students will undertake CBA 2 entitled “A Life in
Time” and here students will individually undertake a research study
of a historical figure of European or World importance. TY History
involves students fine tuning their research skills with a view to taking
the subject at Leaving Certificate level. At Leaving Certificate level
modern Irish and European History are studied in more detail.

PA S T S T U D E N T S
y name is Nathan
Poland and I attended
Gallen Community
School from 2011-2017.
I am currently working for
a Limerick based company
called 4site as an electrical
apprentice. I am in my 3rd
Year now and really enjoying
my work. I knew during my
Leaving Certificate that going
on to college wouldn’t be for
me and I wanted to get a trade
as I was a more practical person. After my Leaving Certificate I was lucky
enough to walk straight in to my electrical apprenticeship. I was aware at
the time that there were not a lot of electrical apprenticeships going so I
appreciated how lucky I was and grabbed the opportunity with both hands.
I don’t think it’s the end of the world if you are 5th or 6th Year and you don’t
know what you really want to do yet. During my time in Gallen C.S. I can
honestly say I thoroughly enjoyed everyday and had a great time with a very
close knit bunch of lads from my year. In 2016 with Gallen C.S. I achieved
my proudest moment to date winning an All-Ireland Football title under the
management of Mr. Fran Mulhall. I loved playing with the most talented
football team I was ever involved with to date and this is something I will
remember about school for the rest of my life.

M

Nathan Poland
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HOME ECONOMICS
Home Economics aims to empower students with the
knowledge, understanding, skills and attitudes necessary
for managing their own lives, for further education and work.
Home Economics is one of the most relevant life skills subjects
a young person can study in school, as students are introduced
to topics such as: good health, food & nutrition, culinary skills,
home management, home design, safety & sustainability,
consumer studies, textile studies. Home Economics provides
students with a wide range of learning experiences and the
academic knowledge, understanding and essential practical
skills for application in the process of everyday life within the
home and community. This is achieved through active and
experiential learning methodologies. Practical cookery classes,
textile classes and hands-on activities are an integral part of
the course. Home Economics at both Junior and Leaving
Certificate level encompasses both practical and
theoretical assessment.
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COMPUTERS
Information Communication Technology (ICT) in Gallen C.S. is offered
to 1st Year and Transition Years. There are a range of activities that are
completed in 1st Year including using and operating Microsoft Office.
By the end of 1st Year each student should be able to send and receive
emails, type a word document, create presentations and share them with
staff. An Internet Safety Module is a prevalent part of our ICT curriculum and
the importance of staying safe online for our students is an integral part of
our Wellbeing curriculum. Our 1st Years are introduced to coding through
Scratch Programming and a competition is run within 1st Year classes for
the best game created using this platform. During TY our study is composed
of two sections, firstly an in-depth look at Microsoft Office and secondly, in
association with Ericsson and AIT the TY’s complete a module on python
programming. They also complete a new module in association with Offaly
County Council on Vex Robotics. This links programming and the building of
Robotics. Students participate in every element of this project, from building
to programming, to competing against other schools in Offaly.

LEARNING SUPPORT
The SEN team engage and motivate students
to be positive about their learning, potential and
to gain confidence and success around their
learning in school. We know that all our students
learn differently. Our goal is that students take
ownership of their own learning over time, and
to set them on this path we make it our business
to find out how each student learns from the start.
Open Night is our first chance to find that out.
You will then have the chance to meet our SEN
Co-Ordinator during the enrolment process and
share vital information about the subject
you are expert on – your own child. The school
continues to gather data on how incoming
students learn at meetings with parents, school
principals and LS teachers of our feeder schools,
who taught your child. This information is
disseminated to all the teachers of our students.
We devise programmes for our students that
are then shared with parents and teachers alike.
To that end subject teachers are key to the
success of our programmes. We are very
fortunate at Gallen C.S. to have among our
teaching staff, personnel who are highly qualified
and experienced in this field, in addition to
being experts in their own subjects.
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THE CLUNY CENTRE
The aim of the Cluny Centre is to provide a holistic learning and caring
environment which facilitates students with ASD to reach their full educational
potential in line with schools Mission Statement. The teachers, support staff
and parents are partners in the student’s education. We place emphasis in
areas of communication, daily living skills, social skills, SPHE, literacy,
numeracy skills and other areas like art, history, geography, maths where
students excel. The structure of the Cluny Centre allows for individual work
stations and group activities. A combination of teaching strategies are used
e.g. TEACCH, social stories, social skills. Differentiation is an integral part of the
learning environment and all students have an Individual Educational Plan
(IEP) in accordance with the guidelines under ESPEN ACT 2004. Our SENO
gives invaluable advice and support to parents and staff. Students in the
Cluny Centre are full members of Gallen Community School and join as
many mainstream classes as possible.
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TRANSITION YEAR
Introduced in September 2004 in response to increasing student numbers,
the Gallen CS Transition Year Programme has grown from strength to
strength. Our Transition Year Programme is unique to our students and
their interests. It offers students the opportunity to learn new skills,
experience the world of work, develop their talents and sample Leaving
Certificate subjects away from the stress of state exams. It offers a broad
educational experience, thus enhancing the personal, social and academic
development of our students. Transition Year Modules include Gaeilge,
Maths, English & Media Studies, Engineering, Food Appreciation, Art,
Experimental Science, Amber Flag, Enterprise Education, Performing
Arts, French, Leisure & Recreation, Wellness, Architecture & ePortfolio.
Additional activities for our current Transition Year group include Photography,
BT Young Scientist and Scifest competitions, Pitch and Putt, Water Sports,
Work Experience, Boxercise, Dance, Swimming, Sign Language, Horse
Riding, Architecture Tour, Driving Education, Law Day and Team Building.
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PA S T S T U D E N T S
am currently studying an Honours
Bachelors Degree in Sport Management
and Coaching in I.T. Carlow. There are only
30 students on my course, which was huge
help when settling in as I was used to the small
classes, but it is also my biggest challenge
sometimes as I am the only girl on the course.
My time in Gallen Community School helped
me in more ways than one. The teachers drive
and ambition to help and guide you to succeed
and the friendly comfortable atmosphere
throughout all areas of the school enabled me to get my course. It was also
great to have career classes and guest speakers when going through the
transition process. My love of sport and the anatomy of the human body
was no doubt what I wanted to study in third level education. With it being
the only course of it’s kind in Ireland, it was without a shadow of a doubt
the course that most suited me. Although I am only beginning my time in
I.T. Carlow, I already love it and really enjoy both the practical and theory
aspects of my course.

I

Eimear Carroll

am currently working as a member of An
Garda Síochána. I have been attached to
Dundrum Garda Station since July 2017.
When I was in Gallen Community School I
always knew I wanted to apply for the Gardaí
after I completed the Leaving Certificate in
2015 and my guidance councillor showed
me how to apply on publicjobs.ie. I was lucky
enough to be offered a place in the Garda College
in Templemore in 2016, after a long selection
process. I was in the Garda College for 34
weeks of training. This involved studying law and procedures as well as
fitness and Irish. I have been stationed in Dundrum, Co. Dublin for over two
years now and I have completed my two-year probation period where I was
studying while working. I really enjoy my job. At times it’s difficult and I’m
in tough situations but it can also be extremely satisfying and rewarding.
My time in Gallen Community School really helped me for my career
as my teachers were always looking to bring out the best in me both
academically and socially. They gave me many opportunities to also
participate in sport and extra-curricular activities which I really enjoy.

I

Kevin Nugent

28

PROMOTING ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE
Excellence in teaching and learning is at the heart of everything we
do in Gallen Community School. We are very proud of our inclusive
learning environment where every student is encouraged to reach
their own individual potential. Our dedicated and committed staff,
equipped with the latest educational technology equipment, adopt
a variety of teaching methodologies to meet the personal and career
development needs of every student. In Gallen Community School,
we practice the use of active collaborative learning techniques,
mixed ability teaching and a whole school practice of assessment
of learning. We foster active learner engagement and focus on the
development of critical thinking skills in our students. We also provide
a holistic educational experience, equipping our students with
knowledge and skills which are reflective of modern day needs
and an ever changing society.

29

WELLBEING
Student wellbeing is present when students realise their
abilities, take care of their physical wellbeing, can cope with the
normal stresses of life and have a good sense of purpose and
belong to a wider community (NCCA). We often associate
wellbeing with just physical or mental health. However, it is
much broader than this. It includes social, emotional, physical,
spiritual, intellectual and environmental aspects. Learning in
wellbeing focuses on the students’ journey across all aspects
of wellbeing. There are 6 indicators of wellbeing which we use
to describe what is important for young people’s wellbeing.
The Wellbeing Indicators play a central role in all wellbeing
related subjects and make it easier to identify where a student
is in need of support. Gallen Community School has an active
student council that reflects on student wellbeing and makes
recommendations to school management.
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Climate Action Committee

St. Vincent de Paul Carol Service

Annual Lynx Cycle for the Cluny Centre
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Biology trip to Clara Bog

Christmas market in the Cluny Centre

TY trip to Portlaoise Prison

Trip to Bord na Móna

Christmas Shoebox Appeal

33

STUDENT VOICES
“I am in 5th Year in Gallen C.S.
Gallen is a great school with great
facilities. I take part in a lot
of extra-curricular activities,
especially sport. I play rugby,
football and I played junior
hurling in 3rd year and TY.
The sport in this school is very successful and
enjoyable. It helps with teamwork, friendship and
leadership skills. This school is very ambitious and has
a lot of potential. TY was a very enjoyable experience
with a lot of opportunities for students to try new
things and visit new places.”Luke Balsiger, 5th Year
“Our school has a wide range
of sports and facilities including
football, rugby, hurling and a gym.
I play football with the local club
Naomh Ciarán. We won the
All-Ireland this year. It is the first
time an Offaly club has won the
All-Ireland. Teachers have been very involved in the
sports which gives us an extra boost and they also offer
advice on what to do. Our school is an anti-bullying
school, we have an excellent career guidance teacher
who is there to help people who are struggling.”
Nicole Buckley, 5th Year

“Hi, my name is Ava Grace
Egan, and I am a Transition Year
student. My favourite subjects
are English and History.
I am part of the Gallen Action
Committee, where we are
tackling problems such as
Climate Change. The teachers here are really
friendly, and so are my friends and classmates.”
Ava Grace Egan, Transition Year

“As a new member of Gallen
Community School I can honestly
say that after two months of being
here I don’t know why I didn’t
come sooner. The facilities
and educating methods are
unparalleled as well as the
social and personal opportunities you are presented
with the moment you become a student. To be very
honest Gallen C.S. is not like any other school,
it is a community of educated people who come
together to create something more than themselves.
Gallen C.S. will push you to your very best in
whatever field you wish once you have the willpower
to push yourself.” Ciarán McEvoy, Transition Year

“I have thoroughly enjoyed my
time in our school so far and I
continue to everyday. Between
excellent facilities as well as
supportive and encouraging
staff, we are provided with many
opportunities, both academic and
extra-curricular. Especially this year, as part of the
TY course I have been given the chance to try a
variety of new things, such as first aid, filmmaking
and enterprise. I also take part in school football and
basketball, which I love. I am a Fuinneamh Mentor.
This programme allows me to mentor the 1st Years
and help them in their transition from primary to
secondary. ”Moya Ibbotson, Transition Year
“Gallen Community School
has great Science facilities.
They have greatly helped me
prepare for the BT Young
Scientist this year. The
academic drive is strong, and
the staff help to facilitate this.
There are extra-curricular activities such as debating
and Student Council. Transition Year is a brilliant
experience, as it allows you to experience many
new things and there are many fun things to do.”
Eoin Sheridan, Transition Year
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“I am in 5th Year in Gallen C.S.,
I find this school great as it gives
me and others to the chance to
be part of different extra-curricular
activities. I am part of the school
choir, musical, prefect, student
council and lots more. I’ve
enjoyed my time so far in Gallen Community
School and made friends for life!” Cian Egan, 5th Year
“I have made a lot of new
friends since I started here.
My favourite subjects are
Business and Geography.
I play football with the school
and I am on the Senior Girls
Football Team and I really
enjoy playing with all my friends.”

“Since I moved to Gallen I
have made so many new
friends. I love P.E. because
Sports means so much to me.
There are loads of different
types of sports in Gallen for
both girls and boys. I play on
the schools Senior Gaelic Football Team. I was
involved in the school musicals My Fair Lady and
Oliver. My favourite experience so far was doing
TY and getting to go to Paris with all my friends.”

“When I was in 2nd Year, I took
part in My Fair Lady the musical
and Oliver when I was in TY.
I really enjoyed this and found
it was a great way to get
involved in the school.
I enjoy playing football
in school along with all my friends.”
Chloe Daly, 5th Year

Aoibhe Kelly, 5th Year

Jenny Darcy, 5th Year
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SCHOOL TRIPS
PARIS
Every year a group of students from Transition Year travel to
Paris. Students have the opportunity to visit all the sites of this
beautiful city. They also get to experience French cuisine and
culture and become fully immersed in the French way of life.
Students and teachers thoroughly enjoy the trip and the
memories that are created during the trip last long after
students leave Gallen Community School.

36

BELMULLET
Each year a large number of students and teachers travel to
Achill Outdoor and Adventure Centre for three days. Students
always have a fantastic time there and they thoroughly enjoyed
this trip. Students participate in activities such as canoeing,
surfing, coastering, mountain climbing, hillwalking and team
activities. This is always a great experience for students and a
great chance for them to sample a range of water-based
activities as this option isn’t widely available in the midlands.
Students enhance their social, teamwork, problem solving and
motor skills through the variety of activities that they engage
in. It is a great opportunity for students to explore and develop
their physical literacy skills through the land and water-based
activities in a safe and enjoyable environment.
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