A Message from our Principal and Deputy Principal
On behalf of the students and staff of Gallen Community School, we would like to
welcome you all to our school community. Starting a new school is an exciting time but it
can also be a worrying time as you prepare to adapt to your new school environment with
new people. We would like to reassure you that the students and staff of Gallen
Community School are really looking forward to meeting you again and to welcoming you
through our doors to begin your journey through second level education. We pride
ourselves on presenting students with numerous opportunities to sample different extracurricular activities. As such we encourage each student to participate in at least one
extra-curricular of their choice. Student involvement in these activities can improve
physical wellbeing, mental health, teamwork ethic and help develop excellent student
teacher relationships. We have no doubt that many of you will have questions or concerns
about adjusting to life with us in Gallen Community School so we have compiled answers
to some of the questions you may have, which we hope you will find helpful. We have
also included some important information for you and your parents regarding
preparations for the coming year. We hope you all have an enjoyable summer break, and
we look forward to welcoming you to Gallen Community School in the new school year.

Mr. Garrett Buckley

Ms. Stacey Guinan

Principal

Deputy Principal

SCHOOL UNIFORM
Our School Uniform consists of the following items:

Boys:

Green jumper with school crest
Cream shirt (x 2)
Navy trousers (x 2)
Black, brown or navy shoes
School jacket with school crest

Girls:

Green jumper with school crest
Cream shirt (x 2)
School skirt / trousers (x 2)
Black, brown or navy shoes
School jacket with school crest

All items listed above can be purchased from His and Hers Ballyclare road,
Ferbane, Co. Offaly.
As a result of feedback from students we have updated our school jacket.
The school jacket can be worn in class.
Since the uniform is the “badge” of Gallen Community School, it should be
worn with pride. It is highly recommended to have spare items of uniform
available. It is the students and parents / guardian’s responsibility to ensure
that full uniform be worn at all times and for all school related activities.

First Year Book List 2022/2023
SUBJECT
ENGLISH

BOOK
Kingdom 1 (Educate.ie)
(Students purchase Shakespearean Dramas and Novels)

IRISH

Turas 1 (Educate.ie)

MATHS

Text and Tests 1 (Celtic Press)
Casio FX83GTX Scientific Calculator Black (new 2019) Supplied

FRENCH

Allons-Y1 (Educate.ie)

HISTORY

Artefact (Educate.ie)

GEOGRAPHY

NEW Geography in Action (educate.ie)

BUSINESS

Business Enterprise (Gill)

HOME ECONOMICS

@Home (Educate.ie)

SCIENCE

The Nature of Science (Mentor)

GRAPHICS

World of Graphics (Educate.ie)

WOOD TECHNOLOGY

Wood Technology New Junior Cycle (Ed Co)

ENGINEERING

Junior Cycle Engineering (Brighter Minds)

RELIGION

Inspire (Educate.ie)

MUSIC

Maestro textbook (Educate.ie)

VISUAL ART

Resources and texts supplied in class

C.S.P.E.

Resources and texts supplied in class

S.P.H.E.

Resources and texts supplied in class

Note: Subject workbooks are not supplied on the Book Rental Scheme.
(Workbooks may be ordered at the teacher’s discretion and students purchase these separately)

Books & Resources – Additional Information
Please note workbooks, calculators, technical graphics sets, mathematical tables, exam papers and
stationery are not part of the school Book Rental scheme and must be purchased separately by
parents/guardians.

All 1st year parents/guardians are requested to purchase 10 plastic A4 Envelope Strong Mesh Zip
Folders (different colours please) - one for each subject’s book/ resources. This helps students,
particularly in first year, with organisation.

In keeping with our Green Schools’ Code, we request that all First Years bring their own reusable
water bottle in order to alleviate plastic waste in our school.
We wish to advise that we operate an on-line system of payment called Way2Pay. A text message
will issue to you when the system opens for the individual school payments. You cannot make a
payment until you receive the text message.
All payments can be paid on-line, and a list of the costs have been posted to your address. They
are also available online www.gallencs.com.

Important Dates 2022/2023

First Year Frequently Asked Questions
Who will help me to settle into my new school?
The simple answer is everyone will! On your first day in Gallen Community School the only group
of students present in the school will be First Years. This will give you an opportunity to get to
know each other, to tour the school again and to meet all of your teachers. On the first day, each
student will be assigned to a base class in which we try to ensure that all students already know
somebody else. If you are the only student from your primary school joining us, please don’t worry
– we will help you to get to know other people. You will meet Mr. McGrath, who will be your Year
Head this year and will work with you to ensure a smooth transition to life in secondary school.
Our Principal Mr. Buckley and Deputy Principal Ms. Guinan will also be available every day to
answer any queries you may have. Our Chaplain, Mrs. Murray, will also act as a link between the
school and your parents – her office is located upstairs on the right of the building should you
wish to speak to her at any time. Our SEN Co-ordinator Mrs. Scully and our Career Guidance
Counsellor Ms. McHugh will also link in with you throughout the year. The management and staff
in our school operate an ‘open-door’ policy so please feel free to speak to any staff member at
any time if you have a query or concern – you do not need to make an appointment.

Mr. Stevan McGrath

Ms. Rachel McHugh

Year Head

Career Guidance Counsellor

Mrs. Jean Murray
Chaplain

Mrs. Derval Scully
SEN Coordinator

How will I find my way around the school?
By now, many of you have visited the school on a number of occasions but we know it is difficult to
adapt to a new, and in most cases much bigger, school building. On your first day Gallen Community
School you will have an opportunity to do another tour of the school building. When you receive your
class timetable you will see the number for each room in which your classes will take place and each
of these numbers are visible on the classroom doors. In previous years our First-Year students have
been very quick to adapt to their new surroundings and we have no doubt that this year’s cohort will
be no different. However, if you do lose your way in the early days, please don’t hesitate to ask any
student or teacher for help or go to the main assembly area where Mr. Buckley and Ms. Guinan will
be available to guide you.

What is a timetable?
Your timetable is a list of all the classes you have on each day of the week. On your first day in school,
your tutor will help you to read your timetable and to fill it into your homework journal. On your
timetable you will see your subjects, your teacher names and the classroom in which each class will
take place. Your first class begins at 9am each morning. It is important that you arrive to school on
time each morning, allowing yourself sufficient time to visit your locker and get organised for the day.
Each class period lasts 40 minutes, however in some subject areas you may have a double class of 80
minutes duration to allow for practical activities such as baking in Home Economics, practical tasks in
Woodwork or experiments in Science. Morning break takes place from 11.00-11.20am and lunchtime
will take place from 1.20pm-2.00pm each day. You will have nine classes each day from Monday to
Thursday with school finishing at 4.00pm. School finishes at 1.20pm every Wednesday.

What is my Journal?
Your school journal will be one of the most important resources you will use throughout your time in
Gallen Community School. You will use your journal to record all work assigned to you by your teachers.
It will also be used as a means of communication between school and home. The journal must be placed
on your desk at all times. Students should have their journal with them in all classes and it is important
to keep your journal in good condition throughout the year. Journals will be distributed to all students
on your first day in the school. School journals should be signed by the student’s parent/guardian each
evening and will be monitored by your Year Head each week.

How will I get organised?
We ask that all students purchase an A4 plastic zip-wallet folder for each subject. Over the last few
years, we have observed that doing so has really aided First Year students in being more organised,
especially during their first term in the school. Students should place all resources for each of their
subjects into the zip-wallet folder and will therefore only need to ensure that they have the correct
folder with them for each class. All students will also be assigned a locker. First year lockers are found
upstairs between the Irish and Maths classrooms. Students may go to their lockers before school, at the
morning break and at lunchtime. This means that you need only take the books for three subjects at a
time which eliminates the need to carry a heavy bag throughout the day. Once students have been
assigned a locker and received their lock and key, we advise you to get a copy of the key cut in your
local hardware shop. If a student misplaces their key, they will therefore have access to a spare key and
avoid incurring the cost of replacing the lock. Lockers will be assigned to each student on our first day
back in school.

How will I manage my homework?
Correct use of your homework journal is the most effective way of managing homework in secondary
school. It is vital that all work assigned by your teachers is recorded properly in your journal during each
class, including all revision work as well as written tasks. It is also important to keep track of when your
homework is due as you will not have every subject every day and therefore may have more than one
evening in which to complete your homework. This will allow you to spread your work throughout the
week. Homework for first year students should take no longer than 1 to 1.5 hours. If you find that
homework is taking a lot longer than this, please tell your Year Head or ask a parent or guardian to
contact us.

What should I do if I have a problem?

Our school operates a comprehensive wellbeing programme for all members of our school
community, one which promotes the six key indicators of wellbeing encouraging our students
to be Connected, Respected, Aware, Active, Resilient and Responsible. If at any time you are
feeling overwhelmed or are facing challenges, we encourage you to speak to any member of
staff. Our Principal, Deputy Principal, Year Head, Guidance Counsellor and Chaplain will all be
available to assist and guide you through any difficulties you may face, as will all other staff
members. You may ask to speak to any staff member at any time, you do not need to make
an appointment. We also encourage all students to look out for each other, if you have
concerns regarding another student please speak to a member of staff who will be able to
investigate the issue further.

Where will I get lunch?
Lunch may be eaten in the general assembly area. A selection of sandwiches and snacks will
be available to students at the morning break with a hot lunch available to all students at
lunchtime each day. An outline of the lunches available each day will be on a notice boards
above the canteen. Students queue in an orderly fashion in the assembly area to receive their
lunch and must tidy up and return all plates/cutlery to the designated area when they have
finished eating. Students who do not wish to avail of these school meals may bring their own
lunch to school. In line with our Green Schools Policy we ask all students to use reusable water
bottles at all times.

When do I start in Gallen Community School?
First Year students are currently scheduled to begin school on Friday 26th August. We would
advise you not to worry unduly about beginning the new school year but to focus on enjoying
a well-deserved summer break over the coming months.

How will I make friends in a new school?
Some students will know lots of other students joining us in Gallen Community School, other
students will know a few, while some may not know anybody at all! We would like to remind all
First-Year students joining us next year that starting off in a new school is a fantastic opportunity to
make new friends, many of whom will become your friends for life. Meeting a lot of new people may
sound difficult and daunting but be yourself, have a smile on your face and chat to everyone. Simply
arranging to have lunch or a walk at breaktime with somebody from your class is a great way to get
to know other people. Joining one of the many clubs, committees or teams in Gallen Community
School will also give you an opportunity to meet other students and make friends, not only in first
year but also in other years. Remember, everyone is starting out and everyone is a little nervous but
by working together we can make the transition to secondary school an easy and enjoyable
experience for everybody.

What extra-curricular activities are available in Gallen Community School?
There are many sports and extra-curricular activities in our school, and we encourage all students to
get involved in at least one activity outside of the classroom. Getting involved in sports or extracurricular activities will give students opportunities to make new friends and to get truly involved in
school life. Participation in activities outside of the classroom environment will also help students to
develop other skills and characteristics which will aid them in their future lives. Representing our
school in various activities will allow you to create a better connection with the school and to take
pride in being a member of the Gallen Community School. Some of the extra-curricular activities
currently enjoyed by our students include a broad range of both team and individual sports, Student
Enterprise, Choir, Traditional Music, Young Scientist, Drama, The Musical, Christmas Market,
Computer Projects, Maths Quizzes, Climate Action Committee, lunch time activities will happen in
the school library. Gallen Community School also has an active Student Council which comprises of
representatives from each year group in our school community. We truly value the voice of our
students and encourage all students to communicate their ideas and views with the Student Council
Committee through their class representative – or by becoming a member yourself! This committee
were instrumental to the introduction of the school jacket. As you can see, there are many activities
for students to get involved in outside of the classroom environment – we encourage all students to
fully avail of our fantastic facilities and get involved in our broad range of extra-curricular activity
throughout your time in the school.

Senior Rugby Team Winners of the Connaught Senior
rugby League Champions 2020 and The Senior Leinster
Football Champions 2022

