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Our mission in Gallen Community School is to provide a high-quality 
learning environment. We constantly strive for excellence in teaching 
and learning by providing a rich and diverse curriculum. We are 

particularly proud of our achievements in the area of STEM Education.  
The destinations of our Leaving Certificate Class of 2022 illustrate perfectly 
the importance we place on this key element of a modern education.  
A number of the 2022 class are pursuing careers in medicine, 
physiotherapy, optometry, engineering, architecture and food science.  
The establishment of Gallen Community School as a centre for excellence 
for educational achievement is closely connected to our focus on ensuring 
our students are aware of their responsibilities to the wider community, 
environment and society. The school also provides a vast range of 
educational experiences that will both stimulate and challenge your child. 
We are committed to the development and care of each and every student. 
A strong emphasis on sport has equally been a hallmark of education in 
Gallen Community School and with 6 competitive sports the school has 
earned a reputation as one of the leading second level schools in the 
midlands in this area. Excellence in music and the arts is also strongly 
encouraged and promoted thereby providing a broad curriculum which 

caters for the many needs of our diverse student population. Each year 
Gallen Community School produces a school musical of exceptional quality 
and students are encouraged to become involved.
We are very aware of the importance of a smooth transition for prospective 
students from primary to secondary school. In this regard, 1st Year students 
are supported from their first day in school by a dedicated and committed 
staff. We strive every day to maintain a happy, caring and respectful 
atmosphere where all students and staff can achieve their full potential.  
We believe that every pupil is unique and that it is our task to enable all 
students to reach their potential as an individual whilst also encouraging 
them to respect the differences of others in the community. During their 
time in our school we will endeavour to ensure that each pupil will have 
developed into a self-confident young person, ready to take their place 
in society. We look forward to meeting you and your child when you visit 
the school.

Garrett Buckley Stacey Guinan
Principal Deputy Principal

1

A B O U T  U S

Message from the Principal
& Deputy Principal



2

St. Cynoc’s NS, 
Ferbane
My piece of advice 
for an incoming 1st 
Year is: pick whatever 

sports you want to do, or any other 
extra-curricular activities as they are a 
great way to get to know people. Make 
sure and get your books early during 
lunch from your locker not with a 
minute to go. Cathal McCarthy 

St. Colmcille’s NS, Ballinahown
My piece of advice for an incoming 1st Year is: don’t be worried 
about getting along with others. I was the only boy from my primary 
school going into my year and I have made loads of new friends. 
Oran Hanniffy 

St. Colmcille’s NS, Ballinahown
My piece of advice for an incoming 1st Year is: Talk to loads 
of new people not just your friends from your primary school. 
Definitely put yourself forward and join as many teams as you can. 
Lorna Colclough

St. Ciarán’s NS, Clonmacnoise
My piece of advice for an incoming 1st Year is: interact with new people from 
different schools. Pick subjects that are fun for you and that you are interested in. 
Show respect to all teachers and staff members and you will get the same back. 
Also try and get involved in school sports and tournaments. Callie Hennessy

St. Saran’s NS, High Street
My piece of advice for an incoming 1st Year is: get 
involved in everything. Try to make a new friend but stay 
friends with your primary school friends. Zoe Heavin

St. Saran’s NS, High Street
My piece of advice for an incoming 1st Year is: to try get 
outside at break and lunch times to get fresh air. Its great 
getting to play with your friends. Oran Kenny

St. Ciarán’s NS, Clonmacnoise
My piece of advice for an incoming 1st Year is: do what you love, and you will 
meet people that have common interests. Make sure and join in all the extra-
curricular activities. Sam Bracken

WHERE OUR STUDENTS COME FROM

St. Cynoc’s NS, 
Ferbane
My piece of advice for 
an incoming 1st Year 
is: get to know new 

people from different schools and get 
involved in as many activities as you 
can. Roisin Grennan



3

St. Ciarán’s & St. Manchan’s NS, Boher
My piece of advice for an incoming 1st Year is: always be 
organised and pick subjects that you like. Also make sure to 
get involved in all the different activities. Study for tests is 
important so make sure and do that early. Dylan Kelly

St. Caillin’s NS, Rashina
My piece of advice for an incoming 1st Year is: get involved in 
loads of clubs and sports.
Aimee Fitzgerald

St. Ciarán’s & St. Manchan’s NS, Boher
My piece of advice for an incoming 1st Year is: to make sure you 
use your locker it really helps to keep you organised.
Ruth Carroll

St. Caillin’s NS, Rashina
My piece of advice for an incoming First Year is: don’t act 
different in front of other kids. Just be yourself and be friends 
with kids you really like. Aaron Keenaghan

St. Mary’s NS, Pullough
My piece of advice for an incoming 1st Year is: to pick subjects 
you think that you will like and not what your friends are picking 
as you will make new friends. Ellie Fox

St. Mary’s NS, Pullough
My piece of advice for an incoming 1st Year is: don’t be too 
stressed out about your first day as everyone is in the same boat 
as you on the first day. Oisín Mooney

Lumcloon NS
My piece of advice  
for an incoming  
1st Year is: not to be 
worried if you are the 
only student from 

your primary school coming to Gallen 
CS. You will find your own friends 
in no time. Also, put effort into your 
homework, study and tests as it will pay 
off. Ava Murray

Lumcloon NS
My piece of advice for 
an incoming 1st Year 
is: to do your best and 
take part in everything 
you can and keep your 

locker clean and tidy, it will help you in 
the long run. Daniel Claffey



JUNIOR CYCLE
 Develop an understanding of themselves as individuals and in 

relation to others.
 Become aware of own strengths and weaknesses.
 Acquire the competency to consult with Guidance Counsellor 

and Pastoral Care staff with regard to personal/educational 
concerns.

 Develop good note taking skills, homework routine and study 
skills.

 Demonstrate pride in self and school, i.e., have a sense of the 
school as a supportive community and their role in it.

SENIOR CYCLE
 Develop an awareness of interests, aptitudes and personality 

traits in themselves and others.
 Understand own intelligence type and learning styles.
 Understand the relationship of academics to the world of 

work and to life at home.
 Develop career awareness and develop employment 

readiness.
 Acquire the skills to investigate the world of work in relation to 

knowledge of self, and to make informed career decisions.
 Develop decision — making, planning communication and 

problem solving skills.
 Assess personal qualities as a basis for career exploration.
 View career development as a continuous process.

Counselling is a key part of the school guidance programme, 
offered on an individual or group basis as part of a developmental 
learning process and at moments of personal crisis. Counselling 
may include personal counselling, educational counselling, career 
counselling or combinations of these.

G U I D A N C E  &  C O U N S E L L I N G

Guidance and Counselling in Gallen Community School refers to a range of learning experiences 
designed to assist students to make choices about their lives and to make transitions to these choices. 
These choices may be categorised into three distinct but interlinked areas educational, career and 
personal/social. The Guidance Counsellor focuses on the following areas during the various stages of a 
students educational journey through the school.
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P A S T  S T U D E N T S

I am currently undertaking a Masters of Optometry 
with Honours degree in Ulster University, Coleraine.  
The transition from Gallen CS to university has 

been quite easy for a number of reasons. While it 
was daunting at first, the campus is quite contained 
and the class sizes are similar to the number 
of students that were in my year in secondary 
school. The easy transition is also thanks to the 

independence and academic ambition instilled in me from my time in Gallen 
CS, and I find the lecturers and staff here at university to be just as welcoming 
and helpful as my teachers in Gallen Community School. The wide variety 
of subjects available in Gallen gave me the opportunity to explore different 
subjects. I especially benefited from the great STEM departments in the 
school, which fostered my love for physics and maths. The school also runs 
an excellent Transition Year programme, providing students with opportunities 
they might not have otherwise. There is something for everyone, from the 
TY Musical to Science and Maths competitions to Volunteering and Sport 
programmes. While academic achievement is important, we were encouraged 
to take advantage of these opportunities, in order to expand our range of skills 
and develop ourselves as young people. As a result of stepping outside of my 
comfort zone and exploring new extra-curricular activities, I have developed 
many skills and attributes that will serve me well in the future. I will be forever 
grateful for the friendships and memories I have from my time in Gallen 
Community School. 

Mollie Flynn

Iam currently studying a BBS in Business and 
Accounting in Maynooth University. Accountancy 
is a career path I always wanted to explore. When 

the time came around to choose which university 
I wanted to pursue my studies in, Maynooth 
University stood out from other universities due to 
the similarity to that of Gallen Community School. 
Many aspects of Maynooth University remind me of 
my time in Gallen, from its friendly teaching staff to 

its state-of-the-art facilities, all of which have made my transition into Third 
Level education all the easier. As well as studying for my degree, I am also 
on a Maynooth University GAA Scholarship, which allows me to combine my 
studies while playing GAA at a high level. This would not have been possible 
without the help and guidance from the teachers and staff in GCS, who instilled 
the determination and belief in me that I could perform well both on and off the 
field. While I am really enjoying my time in Maynooth, I will always treasure 
my time spent and the memories I have from my time spent in GCS. From 
the friendships made, and the activities provided throughout my six years in 
school, especially the ones provided through the Transition Year programme, 
which allowed me to explore different areas in which I would never have had 
the chance to do before, such as participating in the school musical. I firmly 
believe that these events, along with others, helped to develop my confidence, 
as well as aiding me to explore areas outside my comfort zone, a skill which is 
vital in all aspects of life. The school helped me to establish a balance between 
education and sport, and to the teachers and staff that helped me achieve this, 
I will be eternally grateful. Their dedication to education is instilled into every 
student who walks through the school, and they are willing to help students 
transition to every walk of life outside of school. Choosing Gallen Community 
School sets a student up not just for second level education but also third level 
and I can personally guarantee that. 

Aaron Brazil



A R T

Visual Art aims to provide students with knowledge, skills and a sense of  
the aesthetic. Through practical engagement in the area of Art, Craft and 
Design students will develop self confidence inquisitiveness, imagination 
and creativity. Students will learn the skills needed to bring an idea to 
realisation and to respond, understand, analyse and evaluate their own 
work and the work of others. Leaving Certificate Art Visual Studies aspires 
to extend the range and quality of students artistic and educational 
experience through engagement with the learning opportunities in the 
new Art specification. Art is a process through which learners research, 
create and respond. The learners will be empowered to reflect and make 
connections across their learning in senior cycle. Visual studies will further 
contribute to the diverse roles of Art, Craft and Design in historical and 
contemporary societies. Reflective practices will allow the learner to build 
on their knowledge and develop a capacity for critical and analytical 
thinking. The work created in the Art Room varies from individual pieces 
to large scale group projects used to enhance our school environment. 
Students have the option to study Visual Art at Junior Cycle and Art Visual 
Studies at Leaving Certificate where each learner is unique and will be 
enabled to develop their own skill set in a personal way. 
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Gallen CS has a very active and enthusiastic English Department 
that aims to excite, inspire and nurture our students’ creative, 
analytical and critical thinking skills. The new Junior Cycle English 
specifications are firmly embedded now, and our delivery methods 
and classroom pedagogy are constantly evolving. We encourage 
our students to interact with a wide range of texts, films, plays 
and poetry as well as building on fundamental reading, writing, 
research and oral/presentation skills. Junior Cycle students 
complete two CBAs (Classroom Based Assessments); an Oral 
Presentation CBA in 2nd Year and a Collection of Texts CBA in 
3rd Year in which students present several reworked texts for 
assessment. The TY English course is made up of an introduction 
to the main strands to be encountered at Senior Cycle but also 
promotes and facilitates a lot of class discussion and debate.
At Leaving Certificate, students will study a Shakespearean play, 
three comparative texts (a film, a novel, and either another novel 
or contemporary play), and will explore a wide range of poetry 
whilst continuing to develop their functional and creative writing 
skills. There is also a school outing to a professional production 
of their studied Shakespearean play in 6th Year. The English Dept. 
has also made a huge contribution to the successful introduction 
of the LCA programme to Gallen this year. Students study a 
wide and diverse range of texts and complete several practical 
communicative skills-based assignments over the two-year course. 

E N G L I S H

Bonjour et Bienvenue! Nous serions enchantés de vous accueillir à 
notre école. French is offered to all students in Junior Cycle and on 
the Transition Year Programme as a core subject. It is also offered 
as part of the Leaving Certificate Applied programme as a one-
year MFL module. At Leaving Certificate level French is an optional 
subject and students have five periods each week. Junior Cycle 
French covers many topics, all relevant to a student’s everyday 
life with emphasis placed throughout on Francophone culture and 
traditions. The course is common level and assessment consists of 
a Classroom Based Assessment (CBA) in both 2nd and 3rd Year 
along with a final state exam. In Transition Year an educational tour 
abroad is a very popular option and is an annual event. Student 
groups have visited Paris numerous times over the years and have 
experienced the many historical, picturesque and cultural tourist 
sites. In addition to classes in the language there are many events 
in Gallen CS for students to help organise and get involved in 
during the year such as the ‘European Day of Languages’, ‘Think 
Languages’ and ‘Journée de la Francophonie’. The main objective 
of our French Department in this school is to give our students 
an awareness and appreciation of another language and culture, 
thereby equipping them to be competent in using their linguistic 
skills while achieving educational success. Nous avons hâte de vous 
rencontrer au mois d’août et de vous faire connaissance. À bientôt! 
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In Graphics you will learn how to represent 2-D and 3-D objects 
on paper and use CAD software on the computer. You will develop 
problem solving and creative thinking skills through the solution of 
graphical problems which are transferable skills throughout life.

What will I learn in Graphics?
Throughout the course, students will explore the geometric world 
to gain an appreciation of the importance of graphics in the world 
around them. They will develop cognitive and practical skills such 
as graphical communication, spatial visualisation, creative problem-
solving, design capabilities and modelling, both physically and 
through the use of computer-aided design.

Some of the things you will learn include:
 How to produce drawings using drawing equipment, freehand  

 sketches and computers.
 How to read and interpret drawings and diagrams.
 How graphics relate to the design and manufacture of products.
 Produce neat drawings of everyday items.
 Create models of recognisable items on the computer.

 Use freehand sketching, colouring and shading to represent  
 objects.

How is Graphics assessed?
The assessment of Graphics for the purposes of the Junior Cycle 
Profile of Achievement (JCPA) will comprise of:
Two Classroom-Based Assessments; 
CBA1 Communicating through sketching in 2nd year and 
CBA2 Graphical presentation skills in 3rd year.

 A project (30%)
 A final 2-hour examination (70%)

How will Graphics be useful to me?
Graphics helps you to think in a more logical and creative way. 
You will be able to communicate information using diagrams and 
sketches. You will have learned how to present information in a neat 
and organised fashion. This subject will be of use to you if you want 
to progress into career areas such as architecture, product design 
or engineering.

G R A P H I C S
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In Wood Technology, students engage in a variety of 
activities, including design, research and practical 
work, to learn about wood as both a natural resource 
and a manufacturing material. As well as the practical 
applications of wood technology, students learn the 
natural and physical properties of wood that influence 
how it is used and how economical, sustainable and 
ethical considerations impact on design and choice of 
material. They develop and use a variety of skills including 
safe work habits, project management, organisation, 
problem-solving and woodworking techniques. 

Learning in the subject will be active and student 
centred. Students will decide on which projects to 
make. Through the medium of sketching and scale 
drawing they will perfect the design. New skills are 
learned throughout the manufacturing process. 
Students will reflect on their work and evaluate 
their progress. This process develops the relevant 
knowledge, understanding, skills and values to 
bring ideas from conception to reality in a way that 
encourages students to be expressive, creative, 
and innovative. 

W O O D  T E C H N O L O G Y

ASSESSMENT: There is one CBA in 2nd and 3rd Year. 70% Project and 30% Final Exam. 



The music department in Gallen CS is a vibrant, enthusiastic, and 
friendly place to be. It offers a great balance between curriculum, vocal 
and instrumental based learning. The music department in Gallen CS is 
committed to instilling within each student an understanding, appreciation 
and love for music. The study of music provides the students with the 
skills necessary to use their minds creatively and intellectually. The 
traditional Irish group, lunchtime concerts/karaoke, jamming sessions and 
singing workshops are open to all students and we encourage participation 
from beginners and advanced musicians and singers alike. An integral 
part of our school calendar each year is the production of a Musical Show, 
which takes place in February. For students, parents, and staff alike it 
demonstrates the importance of teamwork and commitment and it nurtures 
a sense of school spirit. As well as fostering individual talent, it also makes 
the students aware of the possibilities for leisure activities when they leave 
school. In preparation for the musical, students take part in music, drama, 

M U S I C  &  P E R F O R M I N G  A R T S
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and dance workshops, under the guidance of their 
teachers. All students are encouraged to take part 
in the musical. Last year’s musical production was 
‘musicals through the ages’ and our biggest to date. 
You do not need an instrument prior to taking on the 
subject. Over the course of the junior cycle, you will 
learn instruments, improve your vocals and become 
creators of music through the use of IT. If you have any 
interest in music, this subject is for you.
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M A T H S

JUNIOR SCIENCE
In our Science Department we focus on the quality of learning 
which incorporates enabling them to actively participate in 
Science and become resourceful and confident learners. There 
are four strands in the new Junior Cycle Science and in addition 
The Nature of Science unifies the following strands: 
Physical World • Biological World • Chemical World • Earth & Space 
Our Transition Year programme consists of all the senior science 
subjects (Agricultural Science, Biology, Chemistry and Physics). 
We focus on student engagement and independent learning. 
This includes participating in the BT Young Scientist and Scifest 
Competitions.
SENIOR SCIENCE
Senior Science includes Biology, Agricultural Science, Chemistry 
and Physics. All students are given the opportunity to study all 
science subjects at higher level. All senior science subjects have 
mandatory experiments. Chemistry, Physics and Biology Leaving 
Certificate exam paper accounts for 100% of the grade.

S C I E N C E
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Mathematics is a central part of life in Gallen Community School. 
We are committed to fostering an enjoyment of mathematics 
in each student and enabling them to reach their full potential. 
Students are introduced to the world of mathematics through 
discovery-based learning, practical examples, team teaching 
lessons and the use of visual representations. Teachers support 
students with appropriate levels of challenge offered by our various 
programmes at Higher, Ordinary and Foundation levels, Leaving 
Certificate Applied and the Level 2 Learning Programme are 
offered in our Cluny Centre. Exploring mathematics outside of the 
classroom has a strong tradition in Gallen Community School. The 
whole school participates in National Maths Week during October 
which involves maths trails, problem solving competitions and 
the maths week Olympiad. Our TY students probe areas of maths 
outside of the regular curriculum including modules in spatial 
awareness, cryptography and network theory. The school also 
enters a range of mathematics competitions each year with as 
many students as possible encouraged to get involved through our 
maths club and display their subject knowledge or unique takes 
on the subject. Such competitions include Peter’s Problem, The 
John Hooper Statistical Poster Competition, IMTA Olympiad, Team 
Maths, Junior Maths Problem Solving Competition and PI Maths, 
many of which our students have a proud record of achievement 
in.
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Leaving Certificate Physical Education provides an equitable 
and inclusive learning experience for learners in senior cycle. 
It aims to appeal to the broad student population and not only 
to those learners who excel as performers in physical activity. 
Learners who have an interest in and commitment to physical 
activity and sport are encouraged to study Leaving Certificate 
Physical Education. The learning outcomes are designed to be 
relevant to the personal, social, cultural and vocational interests 
of a broad range of learners. The course is delivered in 2 different 
strands. In Strand 1, students learn about different theoretical 
perspectives that impact optimum performance and how to apply 
this understanding to a range of different activities. In Strand 2, 
students learn about contemporary issues in physical activity and 
how different people experience physical activity and sport.
There are three assessment components in Leaving Certificate 
Physical Education: A physical activity project, performance 
assessment and written examination. The Physical Activity Project 
is worth 20% of the final grade and assesses the ability to analyse 
performance and set performance goals. The Performance 
Assessment task is worth 30% and enables students to compile 
a video of their best performance in any of the three selected 
physical activities. The final written exam is then worth 50% of the 
overall grade.

L C P E  I N  G A L L E N  C S



Engineering provides students in the Junior Certificate with an 
introduction to materials and process engineering and an insight 
into associated technology. It is founded in practical activity that 
seeks to link observation and action with ingenuity and creativity in a 
problem-solving context. Leaving Certificate Engineering is the study 
of mechanical/electronic engineering for students in the Senior Cycle. 
Students develop the skills and initiative in the planning, development 
and realisation of technological projects in a safe manner. Practical 
resourcefulness, creativity and design in the planning and development 
of technological projects are emphasised.

E N G I N E E R I N G
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Geography is the study of people and how they interact with their 
world. It helps students to develop an understanding of the physical, 
social and economic processes which shape the environment in 
which we live. Young people today are living in an ever increasing 
multi-cultural society where there are vast inequalities (both socially 
and economically) and in a time where there is growing concern over 
the worlds environment. With this in mind the study of Geography 
we feel can make a vital contribution in developing students’ social 
conscience as well as empowering them to become more effective 
members of society. “The study of Geography is about more than 
just memorizing places on a map. It’s about understanding the 
complexity of our world…” Barack Obama 2012. Our current 1st 
Years have been busy creating excellent models of Volcanoes and 
Earthquakes which has reinforced the learning in the classroom. 
Junior Cycle students are now all following the new Geography 
course where classroom based assessments (CBAs) are completed 
in 2nd and 3rd Year and go towards the final grade. A common level 
exam is completed in June at the end of 3rd Year. In TY students 
get the opportunity to complete a mini field study of the local River 
Brosna taking their learning outside of the classroom. Senior cycle 
Geography involves the study of physical, regional and economic 
aspects of Geography. The exam involves answering short questions 
in section one along with several essay style answers in section two. 
A field trip project must also be completed by students.

G E O G R A P H Y

An Ghaeilge i bPobalscoil na Gailinne
Déantar gach iarracht an Ghaeilge a mhúineadh i mbealach 
taitneamhach, spreagúil agus ar ardchaighdeán anseo i bPobalscoil 
na Gailinne. Cuirtear béim ar an teanga chumarsáideach sa rang agus 
i dtimpeallacht na scoile. Is iomaí ócáid agus gníomhaíochtaí spraíúla 
a cheiliúrtar i gcaitheamh na bliana, idir Comhrá ’22, Gaeilge 24 agus 
Seachtain na Gaeilge chun cion don Ghaeilge a chothú i measc scoláirí 
Phobalscoil na Gailinne. Ar deireadh, is mór an onóir don Roinn Gaeilge, 
ár dteanga náisiúnta a mhúineadh don chéad ghlúin eile agus táimid 
tiomanta do gach tacaíocht agus treoir a thabhairt dár scoláirí lena 
mbarrchumas a bhaint amach. 

Every effort is made to teach Gaeilge to the highest standard in an 
enjoyable and motivating way here in Gallen Community School. 
Emphasis is put on conversational language both in class and 
throughout the school environment. Various fun filled events and 
activities are celebrated during the year such as Comhrá ‘22, Gaeilge 24 
and Seachtain na Gaeilge to motivate and to foster a love for Gaeilge. 
Finally, it is an honour for us in an Roinn Gaeilge, to teach our national 
language to the next generation and we are committed to giving every 
support and guidance to our students in reaching their full potential.

I R I S H
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Wellbeing in Junior Cycle is about young people feeling confident, 
happy, healthy and connected. Gallen CS’s PE programme 
contributes to the Wellbeing programme by providing learning 
experiences which support students in being better able and 
more motivated to include regular physical activity in their lives, 
thereby contributing to their overall experience of wellbeing. 
There are four strands, each one focusing on learning in different 
physical activity areas: physical activity for health and wellbeing, 
games, individual and team challenges, dance and gymnastics. 
In Gallen CS we try to give our students a broad and balanced 
taste of as many different sport and physical activities with a view 
to giving them the information they need to make lifelong sporting 
decisions while also giving them the foundation skills associated 
with many different sports and activities. The learning outcomes for 
our programme provide a clear focus for student learning as well 
as teacher planning. In order to ensure that students are motivated 
to learn and participate in physical education, there is emphasis 
on consultation with students about the course and assessment 
design. Here is an overview of each strand and the elements 
focused upon within:

P. E . / S P O R T

16

Individual & Team Challenges
 Orienteering
 Team Challenges
 Aquatics 
 Athletics

Physical Activity for Health & Wellbeing
 Fitness Suite & 

Programme Design
 Schools Fitness 

Challenge
 Circuits
 Running
 Walking

Dance & Gymnastics
 Irish Dance
 Hip Hop Dance
 Line Dancing
 Creative Dance
 Balance

 Aerobics
 Games
 Net Games
 Striking Games
 Field Games
 Invasion Games
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BUSINESS STUDIES: Students 
benefit from business studies by 
learning about personal finance, 
enterprise and our economy. This 
benefits students as they develop 
skills in those areas through group work, Classroom based assessments, 
presentation etc. It is strongly recommended that students who wish to study 
Business or Accounting at Leaving Cert level choose JC Business for their 
Junior Cycle. TY students undertake business, enterprise and accounting 
modules. They have the opportunity to take part in the Student Enterprise 
Programme where they create and sell goods and services. 
LC BUSINESS: Here a student will study all aspects of the business world. 
You learn about the people in business (Consumer, Producers, Investors, 
Interest Groups, Employers), Enterprise (Entrepreneur, Management 
of Business, Financial Management, Human Resource Management, 
Marketing, Household Management, Starting and running your own 
business), Environment (Types of business, community development, 
Government and Business, International Business, EU, Role of ICT in 
Business). 
LC ACCOUNTING: Here a student is provided with the knowledge, 
understanding and skills in accounting and financial management necessary 
for personal and company accounts. The learning experience in accounting 
develops students’ organisational, logical thinking, planning and problem 
solving skills for future life, work and study. 
How do you benefit by studying Accounting?
For those considering studying accounting, actuarial studies, finance after 
the Leaving Cert or starting your own business, it would be unwise to leave 
accounting out of their subject choice. 

B U S I N E S S
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Leaving Certificate students taking a certain combination 
of subjects qualify for LCVP (Leaving Certificate Vocational 
Programme). In order to qualify, students choose any two 
subjects from specialist groupings as specified by the 
Department of Education, but in practice most students will 
qualify to do the subject. The programme gives students the 
opportunity to complete a portfolio of work on aspects of two 
link modules, World of Work and enterprise, worth 60% of their 
final grade. There is also a terminal exam which takes place in 
the last week of May in the Leaving Cert year, and this accounts 
for the remaining 40% of the overall grade. Students can 
achieve a Distinction, Merit or a Pass grade in the subject. The 
students portfolio includes four compulsory items, a Curriculum 
Vitae, an Action Plan, a Summary Report and a Career 
Investigation. Two other items are chosen from a choice of four, 
Work Experience Diary, My Own Place, Recorded Interviews 
and Enterprise Report.

L C V P
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CREATE THE LIFE 
YOU DREAM OF 
WITH EVERY CHOICE 
YOU MAKE



W H Y  C H O O S E  G A L L E N  C O M M U N I T Y  S C H O O L ?

 1. A dynamic school with a focus on excellence in teaching 
and learning.

 2. A proud tradition of high achievement across both academic 
and extra-curricular areas.

 3. A highly qualified, dedicated and enthusiastic teaching staff 
who go the extra mile to support all students in their quest 
to reach their potential.

 4. An open door policy where parents are facilitated with 
meetings and times that suit.

 5. A welcoming and warm environment for students with the 
benefit of small class sizes.

 6. An extensive range of extra-curricular activities.

 7. A culture of high expectations for all students in everything 
they do both academically and in extra-curricular activities.

 8. Excellent pastoral care structures and highly developed 
support systems.

 9. A shared zero tolerance approach to bullying from both 
staff and students.

 10. A strong sense of community throughout a school where 
everyone knows your name.

 11. An inclusive learning environment where students of  
all abilities are equally comfortable working with their  
peers or independently.

 12. Modern facilities which offer flexible learning environments 
and integrated and contemporary information and digital 
technology resources20
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The mission statement and ethos of Gallen Community School is founded on a 
respect for the dignity of each individual student and the recognition of the unique 
gifts of each individual person. It is a multi-denominational school and welcomes 
students of all beliefs and none. However, our ethos is Christian which reflects our 
Trustees: the Bishop of Ardagh and Clonmacnoise, the Sisters of St. Joseph of 
Cluny and Laois Offaly ETB. If any parent decides their child is not to take part in 
religion class or a school prayer service, mass etc., they need to contact the school. 
Students do not take Religion for State Examinations but the Religion Department 
implements the guidelines for Religious education laid down by the NCCA and have 
taken on board in their planning many aspects of the new Junior Cycle. Gallen 
CS policy on Religious Education is available on request. In Gallen CS, the school  
chaplain is a teacher who is  responsible for supporting the social, emotional  and 
spiritual wellbeing of the students in the school regardless of faith or beliefs. The 
School Chaplain is a faith presence in the school community who is available to 
students, parents and staff members alike. The Chaplain works closely with  all staff 
to promote a school environment that promotes wellbeing of all of us. A chaplain 
teaches some classes, organises School Liturgies, encourages students to be 
involved in a range of different projects, supports whole school wellbeing, links in 
with the local parish with John Paul II Awards and other activities.  

R E L I G I O N
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P A S T  S T U D E N T S

The cornerstone of the Gallen CS 
ethos is Creideamh agus Cultúr and 
history with its emphasis on identity, 
place and ethos is wonderfully 
placed to help students explore and appreciate the richness and diversity of 
local European and World History. In 1st Year history students are introduced 
to topics such as the meaning of History and prehistory, Archaeology, the 
Stone, Bronze and Iron Ages and Roman Civilisations. Modern methods of 
fun and interactive learning are used such as podcasts/you tube clips as well 
as Kahoot quizzes to engage the students with history and bridge the gap 
between Primary and 1st Year History. In 2nd Year students study topics such 
as Exploration and Conquest, Reformation, Plantations, Political Revolutions in 
Ireland, France and America as well as the Great Famine. 2nd Year History also 
sees the students engage in their first Classroom Based Assessment (CBA1) 
which is entitled “The past in my place” whereby students will present on a 
topic they have chosen from their surrounding area, recent examples have 
included Clonmacnoise and Birr Castle. In 3rd Year students will undertake 
their second CBA assessment entitled “A life in time” and here students will 
individually undertake a research study of a historical figure of European or 
World importance. Students will also conclude their 3 years of history study 
with their Junior Cert history exam. At Leaving Certificate level, students study 
the following 4 topics – Irish, Northern Irish, European and American History, 
as well as undertaking a research study of a topic of their choice which is to be 
submitted in April of 6th Year. Class sizes at Leaving Cert level are smaller than 
Junior Cert level and cater for all students which ensures classes are full of 
historical debate and critical thinking, using the most modern methods of ICT 
and learning.

H I S T O R Y

My name 
is Nathan 
McIntyre, I 

attended Gallen C.S. 
from 2016-2022. I 
am currently working 
in Connolly’s Audi, 
Ballina.It is the main 
Audi dealership in 
Mayo. I started work in 
August and I am loving 
it. During the course 
of 5th and 6th Year I 
realised I did not want 
to go to college and to 
be quite frank I didn’t 
know what I wanted to 
do. I knew I was more 
of a practical person 

and I have a great interest in cars so naturally a mechanical 
apprenticeship made sense for me. In early 2022 I started 
applying for mechanical apprenticeships and started going 
to interviews. When Connolly’s said they would be happy 
to take me on I was delighted. I am now on the waiting 
list for my phase two and I am excited for what the next 
four years will bring and my career afterwards. I believe 
apprenticeships are just as, if not more valuable than a 
college degree and I am so happy I chose an apprenticeship 
over the college courses I was offered.

Nathan McIntyre



Home Economics aims to empower students with the knowledge, 
understanding, skills and attitudes necessary for managing their own 
lives, for further education and work. Home Economics is one of the 
most relevant life skills subjects a young person can study in school, as 
students are introduced to topics such as: good health, food and nutrition, 
culinary skills, home management, home design, safety and sustainability, 
consumer studies, textile studies. Home Economics provides students 
with a wide range of learning experiences and the academic knowledge, 
understanding and essential practical skills for application in the process 
of everyday life within the home and community. This is achieved through 
active and experiential learning methodologies. Practical cookery classes, 
textile classes and hands-on activities are an integral part of the course. Home 
Economics at both Junior and Leaving Certificate level encompasses 
both practical and theoretical assessment.

H O M E  E C O N O M I C S
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Applied Maths is a Leaving Certificate subject that combines the 
problem-solving skills of mathematics with the practical elements 
of the sciences. The subject focuses on modelling real world 
phenomena such as free kicks, projectiles, pool ball collisions, 
motorsport, social media networks and Google applications. In 
Transition Year students experience Applied Maths as one of their 
modules though many will be familiar with the concepts from 
everyday life. The goal of the subject is to encourage a curious mind 
and to think about the mechanisms and interactions that allow a 
modern world to work. The subject has been updated as of 2022 
to bring it in line with modern applications of mathematics, 30% of 
the grade is made up of a project where students create and iterate 
their own mathematical model. Students are also encouraged to 
represent our school in the IAMTA competition teams at Junior and 
Senior Cycle. Applied Maths is perfectly suited to students with an 
interest in the areas of STEM.  

A P P L I E D  M A T H S

Special Educational Needs & Learning Support
A core value of our school and our policies is the commitment 
to ensuring that each individual is guaranteed an inclusive 
and equitable educational experience. Gallen Community 
School will strive to create a secure, respectful, collaborative 
and stimulating community in which every student is 
encouraged to achieve to the highest degree possible within 
his/her potential.The SEN staff recognise that students have 
different learning styles, strengths and needs and endeavours 
to nurture self-confidence conscious of these various 
styles. Lessons are conducted in a secure and supportive 
environment. The SEN Team believe that learning takes 
place most effectively in the context of good teacher/pupil 
relationships that foster trust and promote self-reliance and 
initiative in the student. We seek to identify and assess pupils 
with learning difficulties as early and thoroughly as is possible 
and necessary in order to ensure that we can properly answer 
those needs. Therefore, the school will open a dialogue with 
parents and the former school(s) attended by the student 
as early as possible, requesting all relevant information and 
reports in order to properly identify and assess needs. We 
work in close collaboration with the teachers of all subject 
areas, and parents, to facilitate inclusion of all students with 
SEN in our school. This enables them to have access to a 
broad, balanced and differentiated curriculum and gives them 
the opportunity to reach their full potential.

L E A R N I N G  S U P P O R T
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The aim of the Cluny Centre is to provide a learning and caring 
environment which facilitates students with ASD to reach their full 
educational potential in line with our mission statement. Students within 
the Cluny Centre are full members of Gallen Community School, Ferbane, 
interact with other students and join as many mainstream classes as 
possible. The teachers, support staff and parents are partners in the 
student’s education. We place emphasis in areas of communication, daily 
living skills, social skills, SPHE, preparing for work, literacy and numeracy 
skills. Students also enjoy and excel in other subject areas such as Art, 
Engineering, Geography, History, Home Economics, Music, Physical 
Education, Science and Woodwork. The structure of the Cluny Centre 
allows for individual workstations and group activities. A combination 
of teaching strategies are used along with differentiation in mainstream 
classes to cater for the educational needs of the student.

T H E  C L U N Y  C E N T R E



Our Transition Year Programme is unique to our students 
and their interests. It offers students the opportunity to 
learn new skills, experience the world of work, develop 
their talents and sample Leaving Certificate subjects 
away from the stress of State Exams. It offers a broad 
educational experience, thus enhancing the personal, 
social and academic development of our students. 
Transition Year Modules include Gaeilge, Maths, English 
and Media Studies, Engineering, Food Appreciation, Art, 
Experimental Science, Enterprise Education, Performing 
Arts, French, Leisure and Recreation, Wellness, 
Architecture and VEX Robotics. Additional activities 
for our current Transition Year group include BT Young 
Scientist and Scifest competitions, Junk Kouture, Pitch 
and Putt, Water Sports, Work Experience, Self Defence, 
Dance, First Aid, Architecture Tour, Driving Education, 
National Ploughing Championships, University Open 
Days and Team Building.

T R A N S I T I O N  Y E A R

27



The Leaving Certificate Applied is a distinct, self-contained 
two-year Leaving Certificate programme aimed at preparing 
students for adult and working life. The programme sets out to 
recognise the talents of all students and to provide opportunities 
for developing personal responsibility, self-esteem and self-
knowledge. The programme focuses on the talents of each 
student and helps students apply what they learn to the real 
world. This programme covers three main areas:

General Education: Subjects studied in this area include  
a Modern European Language, Music, Social Education, 
Leisure and Recreation, and Irish.

Vocational Education: This section of the LCA helps the 
development of skills in Information Technology, Hotel, 
Catering and Tourism, Haircare and Mathematics.  
LCA Assessment: Students are assessed on a continuous 
basis as well as final examinations at the end of year two. 
Credit is given for Modules completed, projects, aural, oral, 
practical and written examinations.

Work Experience: LCA students complete four different work 
placements over two years. This prepares them for the world of 
work and helps them to decide on their future careers.

L C A  P R O G R A M M E P A S T  S T U D E N T S

My name is Darragh Corbett and 
I was a student in Gallen CS 
from 2006 to 2012. I followed 

on to study Business and French in the 
University of Limerick, where I then 
continued my studies completing a 
Masters in Accounting in Athlone Institute 
of Technology. I then finished out my 
study over a further three years working 
in practice as an Accountant where I 
completed my professional exams, and I 
am now a qualified accountant. 
During my time in Gallen CS, I participated 

in many of the extra-curricular activities such as the school musical, 
represented the school in football, hurling and rugby and represented 
the school singing in Scór. Without doubt, setting extra-curricular and 
academic studies aside, the school throughout my six years allowed me 
to develop as a young student, and this development through this time in 
school shaped the individual I am today. 
Through my participation in the extra-curricular activities and day-to-day 
life in Gallen CS, interacting with teachers and my peers, it allowed me to 
develop my social, personal and soft skills, many of which I still possess, 
but skills which are also primarily sought after by employers today.   
There were so many teachers who provided the platform and support for 
me to achieve my best throughout my six years which ultimately allowed 
me to get my first choice and progress to University. 
Overall, my time in Gallen CS provided me with so many experiences, 
positive memories and friendships which I will cherish for a lifetime. 

Darragh Corbett
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C O M M U N I T Y  E N G A G E M E N T

Clothes Collection with Naomh Ciarán

Lynx Charity Cycle

29

Green Day March 16th

Food Appeal

WorldWise Global Schools

ForóigeOffaly Ladies Football fundraiser

World Mental Health Day

World Down Syndrome Day

Shoe Box Appeal

Ukraine Aid Appeal
St Vincent de Paul Food Appeal 



P A S T  S T U D E N T S

I am now in my first year studying Pharmacy in 
Ulster University, Coleraine. The transition from 
secondary school to college has been a change 

for me but my time in Gallen fostered my keen 
interest in science which has since helped me find 
my feet in a course that encompasses my interests. 
Gallen Community School is a warm and inviting 
place, where as a student, I felt welcomed from 

1st Year onwards. This atmosphere allowed me to avail of my teachers’ 
continuous support network which encouraged me to gain confidence in my 
ability and gain a positive outlook on how academic success is achievable. 
I was motivated by the opportunity to evolve myself and explore areas of 
interest through the array of extra curriculars. Many of my best memories in 
Gallen Community School have developed from my involvement with the 
sports teams. I’ve had the privilege of representing this school both on and 
off the pitch while also learning the value of displaying skills and growing in 
confidence outside of the academic setting. Although my interests remained 
within the sports sector, I have found that there is something for everyone 
here at Gallen Community School regarding both subject choice and further 
opportunities. It is just a matter of getting involved!

Emma Cahill

Following my departure from Gallen CS, I gained 
good insight into the life of a primary school teacher 
with the help of the teachers. Primary teaching 

only takes place in a few universities across Ireland and 
therefore after limiting down all my options I decided to 
start my next chapter in Dublin City University. Although 
academic life is very important in my opinion, I think the 
sporting and wellbeing life is very important because it 

allows for reduced stress, better night sleeps and I believe this is the main reason 
for my success in my academic life. I decided to sign up for football because I have 
a great interest in sport and not being able to play with my local club Naomh Ciaran 
during the week because I am up in Dublin, I had to try improvising and keep up 
my fitness, and my only choice was playing with the college. Although it wasn’t 
the same energy and buzz as playing with Gallen CS or Naomh Ciaran I had had a 
really good time and made loads of new friends from it. We even won an All-Ireland 
final this year. The final club I decided to join was the boxing club with DCU, which 
has been very successful. I have been representing the college nationally and 
internationally over the past year. Gallen CS would have to be the main reason for all 
my sporting success with the variety of sports that the school provides including the 
sports awards which I was grateful of getting when leaving the school. The interest in 
the sporting lifestyle of everyone especially the staff in the school is unmarkable and 
this really gave me the confidence and boost I needed when competing at all the 
different levels. I gained a lot of experiences in Gallen CS that will be carried with 
me for life and I am very grateful for all the support and encouragement I received 
from everyone. 

Nicole Buckley
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Excellence in teaching and learning is at the heart of everything we  
do in Gallen Community School. We are very proud of our inclusive 
learning environment where every student is encouraged to reach 
their own individual potential. Our dedicated and committed staff, 
equipped with the latest educational technology equipment, adopt  
a variety of teaching methodologies to meet the personal and career 
development needs of every student. In Gallen Community School, 
we practice the use of active collaborative learning techniques,  
mixed ability teaching and a whole school practice of assessment  
of learning. We foster active learner engagement and focus on the 
development of critical thinking skills in our students. We also provide 
a holistic educational experience, equipping our students with 
knowledge and skills which are reflective of modern day needs  
and an ever changing society.

P R O M O T I N G  A C A D E M I C  E X C E L L E N C E
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Student wellbeing is present when students realise their 
abilities, take care of their physical wellbeing, can cope with 
the normal stresses of life and have a good sense of purpose 
and belong to a wider community (NCCA). We often associate 
wellbeing with just physical or mental health. However, it is 
much broader than this. It includes social, emotional, physical, 
spiritual, intellectual and environmental aspects. Learning in 
wellbeing focuses on the students’ journey across all aspects 
of wellbeing. There are 6 indicators of wellbeing which we use 
to describe what is important for young people’s wellbeing. 
The Wellbeing Indicators play a central role in all wellbeing 
related subjects and make it easier to identify where a student 
is in need of support. Gallen Community School has an active 
Student Council that reflects on student well-being and makes 
recommendations to school management.

W E L L B E I N G
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“I am a 3rd Year in Gallen CS 
from Ballinahown NS where 
all my friends went to so many 
different schools. After a day at 
Gallen I had no regrets because 
I made so many new friends. 
I’m also very involved with 

sports in school and outside school. I play gaelic 
football and soccer for the school and it is very 
enjoyable. One of the main things that I like about 
Gallen is that it’s a small school and everybody 
knows each other.” Senan Hanniffy, 3rd Year

“I get the bus to school every 
day from my village, it’s great 
because I get to talk to my 
friends all the way to school. 
My favourite subject is Graphics 
because we do lots of drawing. 
I play football and soccer with 

the school. I really like this school as I have lots of 
different subjects to choose from.”
Sean O’Connor, 2nd Year

“I’m a 2nd Year student in 
Gallen CS and I am really 
enjoying myself so far. Wood 
Technology and Engineering 
are my favourite subjects. I 
particularly like the practical 
side of these subjects as I like 

working with my hands. I play U15 soccer for the 
school and junior football. I really enjoy the training 
for both soccer and football which happens after 
school, we have great craic. I love playing for the 
school.” Sean O’Shea, 2nd Year 

“Hi, my name is Mia, and I am 
in 6th Year. I am a new member 
of Gallen Community School 
as of this year. I am a repeat 
student, so this year was bound 
to be tough but with the help of 
the teachers I am succeeding 

much more than last year. I recently joined the 
school football and camogie teams. All the players 
on the team were very welcoming. My favourite 
subjects are Geography and English, I really enjoy 
studying them. I am glad I started attending this 
school and I look forward to what the rest of the 
year has to offer.”
Mia Flannery, 6th Year

“Hi, my name is Karen Maloney 
and I’m in 3rd Year. I am part of 
the Student Council which helps 
give the students a voice in the 
school. I am also part of Offaly 
Comhairle na nÓg outside of 
school which helps young people 

who don’t have a vote, have a voice in the running of 
Offaly County Council. Gallen CS is a great school with 
great facilities, teachers and people.” 
Karen Maloney, 3rd Year 

“My name is Emily Darcy, 
and I am a 3rd Year student 
in Gallen CS. I enjoy playing 
sports and studying a wide 
range of subjects. Gallen has a 
lot of different sports including 
football, camogie, hurling, 

rugby, soccer and basketball. The subjects that I 
like the most are Engineering, Home Economics 
and Wood Technology.” Emily Darcy, 3rd Year

S T U D E N T  V O I C E S
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“My name is Luke Kelly, and I 
am a 5th Year student. Since 
I came to this school, I have 
made loads of new friends. All 
the people are so nice here. I am 
into sports, and I play with the 
school football and soccer. Last 

year we got to the semi-final of the All-Ireland. I 
hope this year we can go all the way. Sports is what 
I love about this school. I am in the school musical 
this year ‘Back to the 80’s’ and I am really excited 
about performing this show.” 
Luke Kelly, 5th Year

“Hi, I’m Grace Fallon and I’m in 
2nd Year. I have really enjoyed 
my time in Gallen CS so far. 
There is lots of extra-curricular 
activities to do. I am in the 
school musical this year and I 
am loving it so far. My favourite 

subjects are Home Economics and History. I came 
from a small primary school when I started in Gallen 
Community School, so I was nervous. Everyone was 
very welcoming, and I settled in very quickly.” 
Grace Fallon, 2nd Year



S C H O O L  T R I P S

BARCELONA
Every year a group of students from Transition Year travel to 
Barcelona. Students have the opportunity to visit all the sites 
of this beautiful city. They also get to experience Spanish 
cuisine and culture and become fully immersed in the 
Spanish way of life. Students and teachers thoroughly enjoy 
the trip and the memories that are created during the trip 
last long after students leave Gallen Community School.  
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ACHILL
Each year a large number of students and teachers 
travel to Achill Outdoor and Adventure Centre for 
three days. Students always have fantastic time 
there and they thoroughly enjoyed this trip. Students 
participate in activities such as canoeing, surfing, 
coastering, mountain climbing, hill walking and 
team activities. This is always a great experience for 
students and a great chance for them to sample a 
range of water based activities as this option isn’t 
widely available in the midlands. Students enhance 
their social, team work, problem solving and motor 
skills through the variety of activities that they 
engage in. It is a great opportunity for students to 
explore and  develop their physical literacy skills 
through the land and water based activities in a safe 
and enjoyable environment.
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